
 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

 Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening 

devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.  

 

 Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack 

in the entry area. 

 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

 As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center 

aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 

 

 Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM.  

The Expanded History of the Reformation: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church. 

The Apostles: School Lecture Room, across the street. 

Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church. 

A staffed nursery is available during Bible class. 

 



The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 

March 25 & 26, 2017 
 

The Battle for Your Soul: Victory over selfishness 
 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 376 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 
 

 

 



pg. 4 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. But we ask you 

graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with your salvation; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Genesis 37:1-11 

The selfishness of Joseph’s brothers leads to doubt and family strife. 

 

 Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan. 

 This is the account of Jacob. 

 Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and 

the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report about them. 

 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his 

old age; and he made a richly ornamented robe for him. When his brothers saw that their father loved 

him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. 

 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. He said to 

them, “Listen to this dream I had: We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my 

sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.” 

 His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they 

hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said. 

 Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, 

and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”  
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 When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this 

dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground 

before you?” His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind. 

 

Psalm of the Day (Saturday) Psalm 42-43 

Hope for a life of selfless service comes from God. 

 

 

 As the deer pants for streams of water, 

  so my soul pants for you, O God. 

 

 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 

  Where can I go and meet with God? 

  

 Why are you downcast, O my soul? 

  Why so disturbed within me? 

 

 Put your hope in God, 

  for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.  Refrain 

 

 Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me; 

  let them bring me to the place where you dwell. 

 

 Then will I go to the altar of God, my joy and my delight. 

  I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  Refrain  
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Psalm of the Day (Sunday) As Pants the Hart 

Adult choir by Timothy Swan 

 

 As pants the hart for cooling streams, when heated in the chase, 

 So longs my soul, O God, for thee, and thy refreshing grace. 

 For thee, my God, the living God, my thirsty soul doth pine; 

 O when shall I behold thy face, thou majesty divine? 

 

 When I advanced, with songs of praise, my solemn vows to pay, 

 And led the joyful sacred throng that kept the festal day, 

 Why restless, why cast down, my soul? Trust God, who will employ 

 His aid for thee, and change these sighs to thankful hymns of joy. 

 

 My heart is pierced, as with a sword, while thus my foes upbraid:  

“Vain boaster, where is now thy God? and where his promised aid?” 

Why restless, why cast down, my soul? Hope still, and thou shalt sing 

The praise of him who is thy God, thy health’s eternal spring. 

 

Second Lesson Romans 8:1-10 

The Spirit sets us free to live lives of selfless service to God and neighbor. 

 

 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ 

Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was 

powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the 

likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the 

righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful 

nature but according to the Spirit.  

                                                           
 
 Romans: This letter was written by Paul to the church in Rome, likely during the time of his third 

missionary journey (A.D. 53 – 57). It was written after 1 and 2 Corinthians and was probably written 

from the city of Corinth. Paul wrote to the church at Rome, a church that he had not yet visited. The 

Roman church consisted primarily of Gentile Christians. However, based on the content of Romans (in 

particular, no difference between Jew and Gentile), there must have been a number of Jewish Christians 

in the church as well.  
 

Romans focuses squarely on God’s most basic plan of salvation for all mankind. Paul focuses on a 

“righteousness from God” that is revealed in the gospel. None of Paul’s other letters states so 

profoundly the content of the gospel and its implications. Paul writes very systematically in Romans, 

presenting his thoughts and teachings more in the form of a theological essay than that of a letter.  
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 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but 

those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind of 

sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to 

God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot 

please God. 

 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in 

you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in 

you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 

 

Verse of the Day  

 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 

 not perish but have eternal life. 

 

Please stand 

 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

 

Gospel Matthew 20:17-28 

Jesus teaches his disciples about humble service. 

 

 Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside and said to them, “We 

are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of 

the law. They will condemn him to death and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and 

flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!” 

 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor 

of him. 

 “What is it you want?” he asked. 

 She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left 

in your kingdom.” 

 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to 

drink?” 

 “We can,” they answered. 

 Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me 

to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.”  
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 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. Jesus called them 

together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials 

exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you 

must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave – just as the Son of Man did not 

come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) Jesus, Priceless Treasure 

Adult Choir by Dietrich Buxtehude  

 

 Jesus, priceless treasure, fount of purest pleasure, truest friend to me, 

 Ah, how long in anguish shall my spirit languish, yearning, Lord, for thee? 

 Thou art mine, O Lamb divine! I will suffer naught to hide thee; 

 Naught I ask beside thee. 

 

 Hence, all earthly treasure! Jesus is my pleasure, Jesus is my choice. 

 Hence, all empty glory! Naught to me thy story told with tempting voice. 

 Pain or loss, or shame or cross, shall not from my Savior move me, 

 Since he deigns to love me. 

 

 Hence, all fear and sadness! For the Lord of gladness, Jesus, enters in. 

 Those who love the Father, though the storms may gather, still have peace within. 

 Yea, whate’er I here must bear, thou art still my purest pleasure, 

 Jesus, priceless treasure! 

 

Hymn of the Day Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us  

    Christian Worship 486 

 

Sermon Romans 8:1-10 (Saturday) 

Set Free in Christ! 

 

Sermon Matthew 20:17-28 (Sunday) 

Greatness Through Service  
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Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering  

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community  

and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a  

visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Offertory (Sunday) When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

     arranged by Brian Childers 

 

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down. 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

Please stand  
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Prayer of the Church for Lent 

M: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and death by 

his obedient death on the cross. 

 

C: We confess that without your love we are lost. 

 

M: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our eyes 

fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 

 

C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or the 

cost. 

 

M: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and persecution 

for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand up for what 

is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith 

and their values as Christians. 

 

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 

 

M: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the 

depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those victimized by 

war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart. 

 

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their 

comfort and hope. 

 

M: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors, physicians and nurses, social 

workers and caring friends, all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the 

dying. 

 

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing good. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 

M: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the point of 

death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.   

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn     In Hopelessness and Near Despair (see pg. 12) 

     Christian Worship Supplement 738 

 

Please stand 

 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, 

we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn  Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go 

     Christian Worship 518 

  

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Seminary Student Ben Berger (Saturday) 

 Pastor Eric Schroeder (Sunday) 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday) 

 Carolyn Sachs, piano (Sunday) 

 Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Sunday) 

 Kristi Meyer, handbells (Sunday) 

 Hannah Braun & Anne Steeves, violin (Sunday) 

 Tia Hankwitz, cello (Sunday) 

 Rachel Miller, clarinet (Sunday) 

 

Adult Choir Director Dr. William Braun 

 

Head Ushers Mark Naumann (Saturday); Kerry Kuehn (8:00 AM); Rick Yahn (10:30 AM) 

 

Greeters Paul Katzer & Chris Sturdevant and Greg & Stephanie Lamas (8:00 AM) 

 Greg & Stephanie Lamas  and Mark & Cynthia Rouse (10:30 AM) 

 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

 Alice Sebald, convalescing at the Village at Manor Park, Barbara Schmelzer at Menomonee 

Falls Health Care Center and Lucille Lambrecht in hospice care at her sister’s home. 
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Parents’ Preview for April 2 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

  

Psalm 116 Refrain 
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Readings for the Week of Lent 4 

 

 M John 6:22-29…..……………………………………… Exodus 16:2-7a, 13-15 

 T 1 Kings 19:1-8…….….………………………………. John 6:30-35 

 W Mark 12:28-34………………………………………… Mark 12:41-44 

 TH John 6:47-59………………………………………….. John 6:60-65 

 F John 12:20-26………………………………………… 2 Corinthians 4:7-14 

 S John 8:21-30………………………………………….. John 11:17-45 

 


